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m
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P
resident Lincoln w

as born on F
ebruary 12, 1809. T

o understand
the m

usical w
orld of A

braham
 Lincoln w

e m
ust know

 w
hat m

usic
he w

ould have been able to hear. T
his involves know

ing som
e

m
usical history such as: F

elix M
endelssohn w

as born nine days
earlier than A

braham
 Lincoln; B

eethoven w
as 39 years old; M

ozart
had died 19 years earlier and B

ach had been dead for 59 years.
C

hopin and R
obert S

chum
ann w

ould be born w
hen A

braham
Lincoln w

as just one year old.

T
here are accounts of m

usical concerts that w
ere given at the W

hite
H

ouse during Lincoln's presidency. M
any songs w

ere com
posed

for Lincoln w
hile he w

as alive and over one hundred songs w
ere

com
posed after his assassination, Let's take a journey back into the

m
usical w

orld of A
braham

 Lincoln

T
he first m

usic A
braham

 Lincoln w
ould have heard w

as m
usic

sung to him
 by his m

other. T
hey w

ere living in a w
ilderness

frontier cabin. F
olk songs that his m

other sang to him
 \ryere:

"B
arbara A

llen," "A
nnie Laufie," "B

lue T
ail F

ly," or "Jim
 C

rack
C

om
." W

hile A
braham

 Lincoln w
as not m

usically talented, he w
as

deeply m
oved by ballads, patriotic sorlgs and had a special passion

for opera. H
e attended 19 grand opera perform

ances w
hile he w

as
P

resident, H
is favorite hym

n w
as "R

ock of A
ges.

M
usic w

as perform
ed often at the W

hite H
ouse for receptions

during Lincolns presidency, T
he M

arine B
and, under the direction

of S
cala gave concerts every S

aturday afternoon on the front law
n

of the W
hite H

ouse. O
n July 25, 1861, P

resident Lincoln
established the first act to recognize the M

arine B
and by law

,

O
n O

ctober 17, 1862, P
hineas T

, B
am

um
 brought a talented

m
idget, C

om
m

odore M
orrison N

utt to the W
hite H

ouse to perform
,

N
utt sang the popular song "C

olum
bia the G

em
 of the O

cean" for
the P

resident and m
em

bers of his cabinet. D
uring his term

, there
w

ere tw
o pianists that perform

ed at the W
hite H

ouse, T
he first to

perform
 w

as a child prodigy nam
ed T

erresa C
arreno, S

he

perform
ed in the fall of 1863 and piayed a few

 classical pieces

w
hich w

ere: G
ottschalk's "M

alch de N
uit", and "T

he Last ilope."
S

he then jum
ped off the piano bench and exclaim

ed that the piano
w

as out of tune and she didn't w
ant to play anym

ore. A
braham

Lincoln patted her on the cheek and asked her if she w
ould play a

favorite song of his w
hich w

as, 'oT
he M

ocking B
ird." T

eresa played
the song w

ith several variations. T
he follow

ing year Louis M
oreau

G
ottschalk w

ho w
as A

m
erica's first great perform

ing pianist, w
as

in W
ashington on a tour that included 85 recitals w

ithin a five
m

onth period, Lincoln heard him
 perform

 on M
arch 24,1864.

D
uring the C

ivil W
ar, m

obs of soldiers sang in front of the V
/hite

H
ouse responding to the P

residents call for soldiers and they
cheered and sang "B

attle C
ry of F

reedom
" com

posed by G
eorge F

.

R
oot. O

n July 4, 1864, s m
oving crow

d of thousands of black
people sang spirituals as they celebrated the E

m
ancipation

P
roclam

ation. 
O

n January 27,1865, five hundred m
em

bers of the
C

hristian C
om

m
ission called on the president and sang the "B

attle
H

ym
n of the R

epublic" and "D
ixie". T

he P
resident asked them

 to
sing "D

ixie" again, saying that "It's our tune now
", im

plying that
the N

orth and the S
outh v¿

ould unify w
ith this com

m
on song.

O
n that fateful night of A

pril 14, 1865, the orchestra played "H
ail

to the C
hief' as A

braham
 Lincoln entered the F

ord's T
heater. T

he
evening's perform

ance w
as aplay w

ith m
usic called 'O

ur A
m

erican
C

ousin'. T
he special featured m

usic of the evening, the "P
atriotic

S
ong and C

horus, H
onor to O

ur S
oldiers" w

as never heard. Instead,
the last sound heard w

as a bullet fired by John V
/ilkes B

ooth w
ho

assassinated P
resident Lincoln. A

braham
 Lincoln died the next

m
orning at7:22 a,m

., in a room
 across the street.

T
he funeral service held at the 'W

hite H
ouse had no m

usic;
how

ever, the M
arine B

and played as the solem
n cortege left the

m
ansion for the C

apitol. A
s the P

resident lay in state at the
S

pringfield C
ity H

all, one thousand singers chanted, D
uring the

im
pressive service at the S

pringfield O
akridge C

em
etery, a song

com
posed by G

eorge R
oot w

as sung as a tribute. T
he w

ords are:
F

arew
ell F

ather, F
riend and guardian, T

hou hast joined the m
artyr's

band; B
ut thy glorious w

ork rem
aineth, O

ur redeem
ed, beloved

land.
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