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CD track 12 December: Christmas by Misha V. Stefanuk

The word "decem" means ten in Latin. Originally it was the tenth month, before the addition of January and February to 
the calendar. Now December is the twelfth month and it has 31 days. Beginning in 351 AD, Christians celebrated the 
birth of Jesus Christ on December 25th. That date replaced January 6th, which is still celebrated as Christmas Day by 
Orthodox Christians. The first written reference about celebrating Christmas in the English speaking world occurs in 
1043. Saint Nicholas, or Santa Claus, became a part of Christmas celebrations later, and he is a controversial figure. One 
of the strangest portraits of St. Nicholas can be found in Schumann's Children's Album known as "Knecht Uprecht," 
where he is portrayed as a quite scary individual. Generally Santa Claus, St. Nicholas or Ded Moroz is considered to be a 
jolly old man giving children presents. Christmas is one of the most universal holidays; it is celebrated all over the world. 
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